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Montana Water Court 
PO Box 1389 
Bozeman, MT  59771-1389 
1-800-624-3270  
(406) 586-4364 
watercourt@mt.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE WATER COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
UPPER MISSOURI DIVISION 
TETON RIVER BASIN (41O) 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

CLAIMANTS:  Broken O. Land & Livestock LLC; Karli Johnson; 
Christine R. Clark 

 
OBJECTORS:  Eldorado Co-Operative Canal Company; Miller 

Colony, Inc.; Crawford Ranch Company LLC; 
Farmers’ Cooperative Canal Company; Lane 
Yeager; Bryan Family Trust  

CASE 41O-6001-A-2021 
41O 187168-00 
41O 30155798 

 

ORDER AMENDING AND ADOPTING MASTER’S REPORT  

Pursuant to Montana Code Annotated, Section 85-2-233(5), Case 41O-6001-RA-

2021 was assigned to Water Master Eyvind Ostrem. The Water Master filed a Report 

containing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law with the Clerk of Court. Copies of 

the Report were served on the parties March 1, 2023. On March 7, 2023, Broken O Land 

& Livestock LLC filed a Motion to Clarify the Master’s Report.  

In its Motion, Broken O states that the final sentence in Finding of Fact No. 6 

causes confusion. Broken O requests that the Finding be clarified to reflect that the 

animal units covered by Johnson and Clark’s implied claim are separate and distinct 

from, and additive to, the 700 animal units previously decreed to Broken O in claim 41O 

187168-00.  

The time frame for filing objections has elapsed and no other objections to the 

Findings and Conclusion have been filed. No party filed a response to Broken O’s 
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Motion. In accordance with the parties’ Stipulation and consistent with the remaining 

Findings of Fact, Finding of Fact No. 6 should be amended as follows to resolve Broken 

O’s Motion to Clarify: 

6. Claim 41O 187168-00 currently includes livestock drinking from a portion of 
the Teton river in the E2NENW and NE of Section 26, T24N R5W, Teton County. 
Johnson and Clark own the portions of that place of use in the E2NENW and 
N2NE of Section 26, while Broken O owns the portion in the S2NE. Johnson and 
Clark’s Motion and the parties’ Stipulation request that Johnson and Clark’s 
portion of this place of use be broken off into an implied claim to reflect their use 
by 600 cattle and 10 horses. The animal units associated with historical use on 
Johnson and Clark’s property are not part of the 700 animal units previously 
decreed to Broken O in claim 41O 187168-00. Johnson and Clark’s animal 
units are separate and distinct from, and additive to, the 700 animal units 
previously decreed to Broken O in claim 41O 187168-00.  
 

No other amendments to the Master’s Report are needed. 

Pursuant to Rule 53(e), Montana Rules of Civil Procedure, the Court ADOPTS 

the Master’s Report and its Recommendations, and APPROVES the changes to the 

centralized computer record system that are reflected on each abstract served with this 

order. 

 

ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED AND DATED BELOW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Electronically Signed By:

Hon. Judge Russ McElyea
Wed, May 17 2023 11:00:34 AM
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Service via USPS Mail: 
Debra Carlson Saylor Living Trust 
J P Saylor Living Trust 
90 Saylor Rd 
Choteau, MT 59422 
 
Eldorado Co-Operative Canal Co. 
PO Box 1327 
Choteau, MT 59422 
 
Miller Colony Inc 
5130 US Hwy 89 
Choteau, MT 59422 
 
Crawford Ranch Co LLC 
580 Teton Canyon Rd 
Choteau, MT 59422 
 
Lane E Yeager 
PO Box 464 
Choteau, MT 59422 
 
Bryan Family Trust 
℅ Sondra Holmes 
6002 The Meadows 
Harrisburg, NC 28075 
PO Box 862 
Choteau, MT 59422 
 

Service Via Electronic Mail: 
John W. Tietz 
Browning Kaleczyc Berry & Hoven PC 
PO Box 1697 
Helena, MT 59624-1697 
(406) 443-6820 
john@bkbh.com 
kathys@bkbh.com 
(Broken O Land & Livestock) 
 
Abigail R Brown 
Attorney at Law 
PARSONS BEHLE & LATIMER 
127 E Main Street Suite 301 
Missoula, MT 59802 
406-317-7220 Main 
406-317-7243 Direct 
ecf@parsonsbehle.com 
abbybrown@parsonsbehle.com 
(Karli Johnson &PO Christy Clark) 
 
Michael J.L. Cusick, Esq. 
Jeremy A Michael 
Cusick, Farve, Mattick & Refling, P.C. 
P.O. Box 1288 
Bozeman, MT 59771-1288 
(406) 587-5511 
(406) 587-9079 fax 
office@cmrlawmt.com 

 

 

 

Notice: Service List Updated 4.3.23 
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